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HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING 

Statement 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [5.37 pm]: I rise because today we debated something close 

to my heart and I want to thank members for their contributions to the debate on homophobic bullying. I thought 

that we achieved quite a bit in expressing our common concern about safe schools in Western Australia. In 

particular, I thank Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, Hon Donna Faragher, Hon Peter Collier, Hon Philip Gardiner, Hon 

Linda Savage and Hon Alison Xamon for their very intelligent contributions; many drew on personal life 

experiences that only add to the commitment to pursue change. I hope that was the beginning of a conversation 

and that we can continue to discuss how we can make Western Australian schools safer for all kids. 

I will conclude with the quote that I wanted to put on the parliamentary record. It is a quote from Adrienne Rich, 

a fine poet, who died today. It is ironic that I could not use this quote to finish my earlier contribution because it 

is about being heard. To not be able to complete the quote was a really difficult time for me and I am pleased to 

have this time to now put on the parliamentary record these words — 

When those who have power to name and to socially construct reality choose not to see you or hear 

you, whether you are dark-skinned, old, disabled, female, or speak with a different accent or dialect 

than theirs, when someone with the authority of a teacher, say, describes the world and you are not in it, 

there is a moment of psychic disequilibrium, as if you looked in to a mirror and saw nothing. Yet you 

know you exist and others like you, that this is a game with mirrors. It takes some strength of soul—and 

not just individual strength, but collective understanding—to resist this void, this nonbeing, into which 

you are thrust, and to stand up, demanding to be seen and heard. 

 


